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MADISON – “Linking the Land and the Lunchroom” is the theme of the 2013 Wisconsin Farm to 

School Summit. The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) 

encourages individuals to register now for the Farm to School Summit, which will feature workshops, 

sessions and networking opportunities. 

“The 2013 Farm to School Summit is a great opportunity for those who are newly interested in Farm to 

School, for those who have been involved in the past and those who are advanced Farm to School 

practitioners,” said Teresa Engel, DATCP’s Buy Local, Buy Wisconsin Program Manager. “The 

Summit will offer education for a broad spectrum of experience in Farm to School.”  

The goals of Wisconsin Farm to School programs are to promote children’s health, strengthen 

children’s and communities’ knowledge and attitudes surrounding agriculture and nutrition, as well as 

strengthen local economies by expanding markets for Wisconsin producers.  

The 2013 Farm to School Summit will be held on Wednesday, June 26 and Thursday, June 27 at the 

Radisson Hotel in La Crosse. The Farm to School Summit highlights current Wisconsin Farm to School 

efforts, new resources for Farm to School, and future opportunities for Farm to School programs and 

policies. 

School nutrition staff, educators, farmers, school administrators, school board members, parents, 

students and school wellness team members are encouraged to attend. Local food advocates, nonprofit 

organizers, distributers and government health officials are also welcome. 

“In an effort to encourage numerous practitioners from a school or district to attend together, discounts 

will be offered to teams who attend together,” added Vanessa Herald, Wisconsin Farm to School 

Program Outreach Specialist. “From our experience, Farm to School is most successful in a community 

when multiple people are working together.” 

On Wednesday, the Summit will offer in-depth workshops featuring short courses on school gardens, 

culinary skills, early child care and even a Farm to School field trip. Short courses will be filled on a 

first come, first serve basis. 

Thursday’s schedule will include a keynote presentation and three break-out sessions. The day will end 

with regional networking sessions to encourage further collaboration. A hall of exhibitors will be open 

throughout the Summit.  

Conference registration is $45 to attend both days. A fee of $25 will be charged for one-day 

registration. 

For more information about the 2013 Farm to School Summit, visit http://www.cias.wisc.edu/2013-f2s-

summit. To register, visit http://datcpservices.wisconsin.gov/confreg/WIFarmtoSchoolSummit.jsp. 

Space is limited. The deadline for registration is Monday, June 17. 

The Wisconsin Farm to School Summit is a multi-organization project of state partners including: 

Transform Wisconsin; Division of Public Health Nutrition, Physical Activity and Obesity Program; 

Department of Public Instruction; UW-Madison Center for Integrated Agricultural Systems; HealthFirst 

Wisconsin; UW Extension-Cooperative Extension; Wisconsin Obesity Prevention Network and 

DATCP. The Summit is made possible with funding from the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention. 

This is Wisconsin’s second Farm to School Summit. The 2013 Summit is being held following the 

School Nutrition Association Conference. For questions about the 2013 Farm to School Summit, 

contact Vanessa Herald at 608-263-6064 or vherald@wisc.edu.  ### 
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